
NEWSLETTER
Parklands

High School Autumn Term 2017

Dear parents, carers and students,

May I take this opportunity to wish you all the
very best for the New Year.  I hope 2018 will
bring you all peace and happiness.

As the new Headteacher of Parklands High
School, it is my pleasure to introduce this
spring edition of our newsletter.  I am
immensely proud of our school, and this
edition clearly shows how truly fantastic our
students and staff are.  Having worked at
Parklands since 2009, it never ceases to amaze
me how inspirational our school community
can be.  There has been a huge amount of
work in the community and a large number of
charity events in school to raise funds for
Children In Need and Derian House to name
just two well-deserving charities.  And just
before Christmas each form group donated a
food Christmas hamper, which our pupils delivered to over forty families and aged
people in the local community.  These are typical events which highlight our sense
of belonging and connection to not only Chorley but the national and international
communities.

My first term as Headteacher has seen plenty of memorable moments and I count
myself as truly blessed to work at this school.  Our incredible students live by our
school motto: LEARN, RESPECT, ASPIRE, ACHIEVE.  This summer’s GCSE results
were an improvement on previous years, there is a greater sense of respect within
school, and we continue to encourage all our students to aim high, be ambitious,
and achieve what they never thought would be possible.  However, we are not an
exams factory, as society demands more than students with a string of good GCSE
grades.  Our holistic approach to education is key to our success as a school; we
aim to provide a well-rounded education, to focus on skills such as resilience,
time-management, independent learning, curiosity, tenacity, so that our inquisitive
students are well prepared for the next stage in their education.  We expect our
students to leave us highly qualified but also able to work as part of a team, to
empathise with and to support others, to listen, to challenge the status quo, and
view the world as a global society to which we all have a connection and in which
we all can make a positive contribution.

I trust the contents of this newsletter will surprise and possibly amaze you.  I
believe it will inspire primary children to want to become part of the Parklands
community, and I hope it shows what both students and staff can achieve when
they work together.

Mr S Mitchell, Headteacher
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As part of the extra-curricular activities available at
Parklands, this term saw the staging of, ‘The Demon
Headmistress’. Rehearsals began in April and took place
on Tuesdays and Fridays every week. Over 60 pupils were
involved in various roles. As well as acting all the roles,
pupils constructed their own props, worked back stage
and provided technical expertise for lights, music, sound
effects and microphones.

The show was staged over three nights in the school hall:
Wednesday 29th November, Thursday 30th November
and Friday 1st December 2017. We had great support
from parents, staff and friends of Parklands with over 300
audience members attending the show.

The Drama production is set to become an annual event…
here’s looking forward to next year!

When Dinah Glass is fostered by the Hunters she thinks
her biggest problem will be fitting in with her foster-
brothers, Lloyd and Harvey. However, once she starts at
her new school it's clear that there's more to worry about.
It’s a very strange place.

For a start, none of the children play rowdy games in the
playground. They just stand around memorizing facts. Her
two new foster brothers, Harvey and Lloyd, seem very
nervous of the Headmistress.

She soon finds out why when she meets the head for
herself. The head isn't a very comfortable character to
spend any time with.

Will Lloyd and Harvey tell Dinah the truth in time so she
can help them to stop the evil headmistress’ plans?

Ms K Gray
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On Christmas Day many children will have received gifts that allow
access to online activities.  These are 12 areas which should be considered
by families:

� Inappropriate selfies

�Posting embarrassing images on social media

� Location sharing apps

�Chatting online to strangers

� There are hundreds of social media followers

�Cyberbullying

�Children are affected by content online

� Too much time spent on social media

�Online gaming with strangers

�Online actions can hurt others

� Sharing too much personal information online

�Minimum age to get social media account

For more in-depth information on all the points above please go to:
https://www.internetmatters.org/advice/social-media/

It is all our responsibilities to keep children safe online.

The NSPCC asks us to remember to work as a: TEAM

Talk - Talk about safety online

Explore - their online world together

Agree - Agree rules about what’s okay and what’s not

Manage - your family’s settings and controls
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Year 9 Spanish enjoyed a trip to the theatre to see a
magical stage performance.

The pupils visited Westholme School, where the Onatti
Theatre Company performed La Casa Encantada (The
Haunted House).

And the play was made even more exciting when our
very own Charlie Kemp was asked to get up on stage to
perform alongside the actors.

Miss Cree said: “I was so proud of Charlie for getting up
on stage and having the confidence to both perform
brilliantly and respond to the actors in Spanish with no
preparation at all.

“He and all of the pupils who went on the trip
represented Parklands fantastically.”

The comedy was about a pair of friends who accidentally
entered a haunted house as they searched for
somewhere to shelter during a storm. The play was
entirely in Spanish and the pupils did an excellent job
of following the storyline.

Miss Cree added: “This was a fantastic opportunity for
our year 9s to hear Spanish used in an authentic context,
which is now all the more important due to the
demands of the new MFL GCSEs.”

La Casa Encantada
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Lego Mindstorms Robotics Competition
We have a brand new team of year 7 and 8 boys and girls that are building and programming our Lego robots ready
for competition in March. Our team will attempt to design the finest robot in the North West as we compete against
other schools to try and win a place in the national finals in June. The young engineers are currently in the process
of programming and developing the robots so that they can take on a number of exciting challenges set by Lego
Mindstorms and by the RAF who are sponsoring the event this year.

Careers Update
At the end of November, all our Year 11 pupils took part in a Mock
Interview Day. Prior to the event they had to put together a CV and
complete an application form. A huge thank you to all the employers
who supported this venture: providing adverts, interviewing pupils on
the day and giving useful feedback. Form tutors will discuss the
feedback with pupils during registration time in January so that pupils
can feel more confident for their next interviews for college,
apprenticeships or employment.

On Friday 2nd February 2018, we will be holding our annual Careers
Fair for Year 10 and 11 pupils. Parents/carers are very welcome to
attend and speak to the many exhibitors: colleges, universities,
apprenticeship and training providers and employers.

Year 10 will also undertake a week of work experience in July 2018.
For details about any of the above, or indeed any careers-related
matter,  please email pberry@parklandsacademy.co.uk
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Super
Learning

Day
18�� September 2017

The new Learning Ambassadors ran their second very successful Respect Day for the year 7s and for some of our
newest trained year 8 ambassadors; this was their first big event! The session is unlike other Respect Day sessions
as it is run entirely by the student leaders.

The day is an enrichment day for the pupils in year 7 which allows them to access
different areas of the wider curriculum which are important in becoming well rounded
individuals. Activities from the day included sessions on becoming better learners,
friendships, E-learning and leadership across the curriculum.

The student leaders did an amazing job, working with the staff that helped set up the
sessions behind the scenes, encouraging the year 7s to get involved, keeping behaviour
acceptable and setting a wonderful example. As leader of the Learning Ambassadors, I
was incredibly proud of their work.

For the final session of the day the year 7s were given the option to choose which
leadership opportunity they wanted to explore. The options were wide ranging: from
STEM to Sports and from English Leaders to Radio. Each session gave them an insight
into what leadership is like at Parklands and gave them a taste of the different opportunities which are open to
them during their time at school and what it takes to get involved and how to go about putting themselves forward.

All the year 7s had incredibly positive things to say and over three quarters of them made comments on how great
it was to be taught by the ambassadors and student leaders and how it gave them a different outlook on the sessions.
Below are some quotes from our unbelievably successful Respect Day and we can’t wait to do it again next year.

“For a new leader, Malaika was brilliant”

“The leaders were really brave to talk in front of everyone”

“They were extremely well prepared”

“Being taught by students made the learning fun”

“I liked seeing the head boy and girl teach me”

“They were very nice, enthusiastic and helpful”

“I’d love to teach year 7s next year”

“It was the best experience and day ever”

“I learnt loads I didn’t know before”

“It was really fun and I definitely enjoyed my day”

“The resources were excellent”

“I liked learning about different behavior that can stop me going on trips”

“I want to be an ambassador”
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Learning Ambassador Update
The Learning Ambassadors have been really busy this term
already, working with departments, new staff and each
other to come up with brilliant ideas for the coming year.
We are now a fully trained cohort of 30 ambassadors who
are incredibly dedicated to their work, they have been
attending meetings regularly with their group members
and they are fully autonomous in their work. Working with
the ambassadors has been a pleasure and I have been
nothing but proud of them.

In the first few weeks, the ambassadors split themselves
up into teams of three or four and they have been linked
to a department. On their behalf, I emailed all the
curriculum leaders asking for a task they could undertake
and bring to fruition. We are working on a wide variety of
tasks from creating displays to thinking of ways we can
incorporate the curriculum into the community. We have
already completed some of the tasks and we are finding
more ways of helping the departments to make an impact
whole school.

Our second venture has been to deliver a session to the
NQTs about different learning techniques that are enjoyed
by pupils at Parklands. The ambassadors who delivered
the session were two of our newest recruits: Lucy
Cheetham and Cameron Ramsay. They were trained by
last year’s session leaders Chloe Dixon and Joe Dennis.
Lucy and Cameron were very well trained and they did a
fantastic job in holding their nerve and delivering a session
to adults who can be very different to pupils.

The session was a roaring success with staff members
quoting “The ambassadors did a fantastic job, they are
utter professionals”. We are now going to deliver this
session again at an ITT training day for trainee teachers
and give the newest members of the education system
ideas they can take forward into other schools in the local
area. We will also have a CPD session for more
experienced teachers to see this session and the Learning
Ambassadors in action.

Going forward, we are looking into working with other
schools to discuss student leadership, ideas we have to
share, what it means to the pupils to be a student leader
and how we use leadership effectively at Parklands. We
are also beginning our next wave of trainee ambassadors
for years 7&8 and we will get them in place before we start
next year so they can all be involved in Super Learning Day
next year.

Watch the bulletin and posters around school for more
information about how to get involved with the Learning
Ambassadors!

Miss Cosgrove

GCSEPod Update
GCSEPod is a website containing over 3,500 videos
(known as ‘pods’) to aid with revision.  All pupils are
registered with the website and so have access to a
range of revision videos, many of which are specifically
designed for exam board specifications.

All Year 9, 10 and 11 pupils have been introduced to
GCSEPod this term and have been asked to create their
username and password details. Once they have
created their log in details they can easily access short
3-5 minute videos, all related by subject and topic,
anytime and anywhere.

In the past year we have seen a massive upsurge in the
amount of pupils using GCSEPod. From September to
December 2016 around 1200 videos were watched, this
year this has jumped to nearly 6000! Many pupils are
saying that the updated content for the new GCSEs is
helpful, informative and a great resource for revision.

The GCSEPod app can be downloaded to phones and
tablets or pods and can be streamed or downloaded
directly from the GCSEPod website.

If pupils should have any problems in using GCSEPod
they can come and see me or e-mail
tmartin@parklandsacademy.co.uk.

Mr T Martin
GCSEPod Lead

There is a visual guide created to offer parents
advice on ‘Safe Smartphone Use’ for their children:

https://www.tigermobiles.com/2015/05/how-to-
protect-your-children-on-their-smartphone/

The guide is user-friendly, frequently updated and
can act as a quick reference for parents when
discussing smartphones with their children.

There has been a lot of great feedback from
schools, parents and various internet safety
campaigners on the resource.
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Remembrance Sunday
Parklands was proudly represented by Tom and Chloe, our Head Boy and Head
Girl, at Chorley’s Remembrance Sunday commemorations on Sunday 12th
November. Alongside other schools in Chorley, Parklands was part of the mayoral
procession and the remembrance service at St Lawrence’s CE Parish Church,
followed by a service at the cenotaph in Astley Park, including the laying of a
wreath in memory of those who had given their lives in times of conflict, followed
by a gathering back at the Town Hall. A number of other Parklands students, past
and present, attended the event representing uniformed groups as part of the
remembrance parade whilst others joined the public attending the service at the
cenotaph. We are always proud to see Parklands students participating in this
important event to pay their respect to the fallen. ‘Lest we forget’.

Mr T Martin

Just before half term, Parklands pupils were given the opportunity to
meet the author of the ‘Gone’ series, Michael Grant. Fifteen pupils set
out for Kirkham Grammar School accompanied by Mr Johnston and Miss
Rose.  The pupils listened to him speak about his tough early life, working
as an author and how he creates the characters in his books. At the end
there was an opportunity for pupils to buy books and get them signed.

New for this year in the LRC are eBooks. There are over 1000 books to
download and read anywhere you want. All you need is a tablet or
smartphone and access to the internet.  Many books on the e-catalogue
are not available in the LRC.  Lots of pupils are already using the eBooks
system, but if you aren't and want access to it, please see Mr Johnston
in the LRC for more information. There are also information sessions
running in the LRC every Tuesday lunchtime for those who want to learn
more about eBooks .

Winter recommended reading

Year 7 - The Guggenheim Mystery - Robin Stevens

Year 8 - Frozen Charlotte - Alex Bell

Year 9 - The Island at the End of Everything - Kiran Millwood Hargrave

Year 10 - Genuine Fraud - E Lockhart

Year 11 - Asking For It - Louise O’Neill

Above: The Parklands wreath, laid at
the Cenotaph.

Right: Pupils in the ceremony at
school, laying a wreath in our own
memorial garden.

8



Well-Being Challengers
This term eleven of our Year 9 students have
commenced a project over 10 weeks tackling mental
health and well-being within our school community.

We have partnered with Lancashire Mind and Key
Family Services to ensure that our well-being
challengers will develop skills to ensure support can
be available to our pupils experiencing a mental health
condition.

Our pupils will be asking fellow students to complete
a questionnaire so the feedback they receive is crucial
for them to be able to deliver support. A big
congratulations for our volunteers: J Fraser, L
Pilkington, L Powell, S Smith, K Green, F Abbott, H Hua,
C Kemp, H Livesey-Halliday, A de la Mare, E Grime and
E Aston.

Mrs Fairhurst/Ms Berry

Restorative Justice
Facilitators

In conjunction with Lancashire Constabulary, five Year
9 and twelve Year 10 pupils have undertaken a two day
course with PC Dave Pascoe and Deb Jones and Donna
Tuccio from the Police Early Action Team. The aim was
to train pupils from the school to be RJ Facilitators to
help mediate between pupils who have been involved
in an incident which has caused harm or upset and
work towards resolving the situation or getting to a
solution which pleases both parties, with hopefully a
positive outcome for all involved. All got fully involved
in the programme and we look forward to seeing them
in action this year.

Congratulations to our RJ facilitators: S Caskey, E
Cooper, H Carr, J Ellel, E Marsden, J Bell, E Jolly, J
Crowther-Churchill, F Murray, M Rankin, D Mortimer,
L Lavery, J Bernon, S Reynolds, K Platt, J Hughes and C
Watkins

Please see our notice boards for help and advice.

Mrs Fairhurst Safeguarding & Intervention Manager
SkillForce -

Learning Mentor
We have continued to welcome Martin in to our school
to work with our pupils who have struggled in the
classroom with behaviour, concentration and their
emotions. Our pupils have engaged well in their
sessions and started to identify some of the triggers
that impact on their behaviour and learning in the
classroom.

Mrs Fairhurst - Safeguarding & Intervention Manager

Year 9 Health
Questionnaire

In the New Year, our Year 9 pupils will complete a
national health questionnaire for the School Nurse
Health team and LCC. Any issues identified as a result
of the questionnaire will ensure that our School Nurse,
Charlotte Bland, will see individuals in her Health
Drop-Ins.

Mrs Fairhurst - Safeguarding & Intervention Manager

Where’s the Harm?
Information booklets were sent home with our Year
7, 8 and 9 pupils supplied by Lancashire Constabulary
and Lancashire County Council with a message from
Clive Grunshaw – Lancashire Police and Crime
Commissioner.

His message to parents and carers was to highlight his
aim to support and protect children and young people
over Lancashire to keep them safe in their
communities and to provide parents/carers with
advice and knowledge in how to keep their children
safe. For those affected by crime, harassment and
bullying, he has set up an organisation called NEST
Lancashire who can be contacted on their email:
www.nestlancashire.org

The booklet covers anti-social behaviour, keeping your
children safe around alcohol, consequences and risks,
alcohol and the law, drug use, child sexual exploitation,
understanding on-line risks, sexting and grooming.

Parents who did not see a copy of the booklet can
request one from school through Mrs Fairhurst.
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Useful numbers
for support:

Report of incidents of anti-social behaviour and non-emergency crime: 101

Crimestoppers: 0800 555 111

Information about alcohol and young people: www.drinkaware.co.uk

Adam’s story about Every Action Has Consequences:
www.lancashire.gov/uklancan or www.eahconsequences.com

Help and advice for parents to support children with drug/alcohol use:
www.youngaddaction.org.uk

or for questions/queries or to make a referral contact the office: 0808 164 0074
or text/Whatsapp: 07760 118681 or email for information to:
lancashireinfo@addaction.org.uk

Information for ADULT drug and alcohol treatment providers are as follows:

DISCOVER www.gmmmh.nhs.uk

CSE Child Sexual Exploitation:

For platform-specific advice, including game consoles: www.childnet.com

Report on-line grooming behaviour: www.ceop.police.uk

You can also find out more about the apps your child uses from the NSPCC’s
NetAware site: www.net-aware.org.uk

Safeguarding pages for parents and carers:
www.lancashiresafeguarding.org.uk/online-safeguarding/parents-and-
carers.aspx

Information for parents around sexting/indecent images and the law:

www.gov.uk/government/publications/indecent-images-of-children-guidance-
for-young-people

Operation DETER covers Preston, Chorley, South Ribble and West Lancs to help
victims break free from being exploited.

01772 209 122  or deterteam@lancashire.pnn.police.uk
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Year 11 Netball Success
It was a very cold and windy evening as the setting for the final year 11 District Netball Tournament and after coming
second last year, our girls were determined to get a victory for their final year. After a strong start against St Michaels,
we were all waiting nervously for the results. There was a huge roar of excitement (mostly from Miss Greaves) when
we were announced as the winners!  The girls have been the most successful Netball team I have seen from Parklands
and I hope they all continue playing as they move on to college.

On November 14th we held our second
annual House Swimming Gala. It was held
at Brinscall Baths and all years represented
their house colours in a mixture of
competitive and silly relays. This is to
prepare our pupils for the District
Swimming Gala that will be taking place in
January. Africa House were victorious on
the night with some very strong
swimmers. This was once again a fantastic
display of team spirit and competitiveness
from all the pupils and especially the house
leaders! Well done to everyone involved.

Swimming Gala
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Throughout 2017, Wigan Warriors
Community Foundation have visited
Parklands several times delivering Rugby
League sessions to both boys and girls.
Commenting on the sessions, Community
Development Officer Joel Smith said: ‘It’s
been a pleasure to work with the staff and
students at Parklands and seeing them all
enjoy the sport of Rugby League. Even more
pleasing is the fact that the school have
managed to compete in fixtures with other
Chorley schools and are looking to play even more in 2018.’

Training sessions and the start of the Chorley Schools Cup will begin in 2018 and we look forward to seeing the
school develop over the coming months.

Rugby at Parklands
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Due to the changes to the curriculum, and the recent
renovations to the Science laboratories, the Science
department has found that it has a surplus of textbooks
and revision guides that are no longer being used. Rather
than throwing away the books, the charity prefects were
tasked with the job of packing up the books ready to be
dropped off at a charity collection point. The charity,
Better World Books, will distribute the books to Africa to
be used in schools there.

European Day of Languages
26�� September

On 26th September we celebrated the annual
European Day of Languages. Students did an activity
in different languages at the start of all of their lessons
throughout the day - from learning about different
foods in Italian to learning the Russian alphabet. It was
great to see teachers of other subjects getting involved
in learning languages such as Russian, Italian and
Portuguese. I would like to thank all the teachers and
students who got involved with learning these
languages which were new to (most) of us!

Year 8SNG ran a whole
school charity event with
great success this term.
They started looking into
Shelter and Homelessness
including how it affects
people in our local
community.

Following this they started
a collection that saw us
able to deliver lots of food
and goods to the Living
Waters Church in Chorley.

Thank you to everyone who
contributed to the good
cause. We look forward to
running more collections to
help our friends at Living
Waters and the families of
Chorley.
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Football News
It has been a good start to the season for all our football teams. Our new Year 7 team are improving with every
game under the leadership of Mr Cross and won the local Lancashire Cup tournament against Bishop Rawstorne
and Albany.

The Year 8's have only had one game due to bad weather but maintain their unbeaten record since Year 7 with a
big win in their first game. We wish them luck in the Lancashire Cup this year and hope they go far.

Year 9 got back to winning ways with a great win in the Lancashire Cup after a disappointing result against Holy
Cross. Hopefully this team will win another trophy this year after the two they picked up in Year 7.

The Year 10 team have won the Chorley 6 a side competition again for the second year in a row without even
conceding a goal. Striker Sam Wood and Goalkeeper Cameron Ramsay were superb in the tournament and deserve
a special mention.

Year 11 have won one game and lost one so far this season but we are hopeful they can go on and win many more
games in their final year with us.
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Christmas Concert
The Christmas Concert took place this year on Thursday 14th
December and again featured musicians and soloists from all of the
Music Department ensembles.  A packed audience enjoyed
performances from The Orchestra, Jazz Band, Senior Vocal
Ensembles, Solo Vocalists and more.  The concert featured again a
wide repertoire including film music from ‘Annie’, ‘Mary Poppins’
and ‘Les Miserables’ to Violin Duets to classic love ballads and
demonstrated the incredible talent that our students have.
The audience were treated to incredible solo performances of ‘Can’t Help Falling In Love’ by Maisie Leek Yr 10,
‘Electricity’ from Billy Elliot by Myles Heaton Smith in Year 7 and ‘Ain't Nobody’ performed by Jake Despard in Year
11. For many students, the concert was a debut performance.
Refreshments for this year’s concert were provided by a very talented and hardworking group of Year 9 & 10 Catering
students, under the guidance of Miss Flight and Mr Hoskins, which were very popular with the audience as always.
Mr Willsher and Mr Penketh are now busy preparing our musicians for their concert performance at the Town Hall
on Friday 2nd March. More information to follow soon.



Be Inspired!!
“The journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step”

Lao-ztu.

In Aspire we have been looking at those people whose lives are
inspirational. We had a visit from Trevor who told us a little bit
about how it was when he was growing up. Trevor is inspiring
because he has faced and overcome so many problems in life
such as being brought up in an orphanage, which is really sad.
He also told us that he had to learn to fend for himself from a
young age.

Trevor joined the Royal Navy at the age of 14 and served for
many years. When he came out of the Navy, he struggled at first
to find work, but then opened his own garage. After a short while
Trevor contracted laryngeal cancer, which means cancer in the
voice-box, this meant that he had his voice box removed and he
had to learn to speak without it. His voice sounds really croaky
and quite strange. You might be laughing but it was not a
laughing situation. Whilst Trevor was recovering from his own
cancer, his daughter also had cancer and sadly passed away at
the age of 28. Even though this is a sad story when Trevor spoke
to us he was very positive and always found something good to
say. He told us funny stories about the things that he got up to
when he was in the Navy and also stories about his family. Trevor
told us the importance of friends and family and said that we are
all very lucky because we have a school that clearly cares,
something he didn’t have. We found that Trevor was inspiring
to us and has encouraged us to do things for ourselves, without
always asking a teacher for help. Even though Trevor had the
operation in 1991 when he was 51, he has learned to talk all over
again. He now speaks using esophageal speech without the use
of any prosthesis (a false voice box)

Chloe, Dennis and David

Katie Piper

Our chosen person is Katie Piper. There are many reasons for
this, one of which is how much her determination and
perseverance has inspired us and hopefully many more. I believe
many people can relate to her story in one way or another, for
instance if we ever feel that we have hit rock bottom (like Katie
did when she was a victim of an acid attack) we will remember
Katie and how she carried on with her life.

Remy, Eva, Mia

Nelson Mandela

The reason we picked Nelson Mandela as our inspiration is
because he took inspiration from the corrupted areas of his
country, he took ambition and also fought for himself and then
he became an inspiration.

This is why he became an inspiration for us.

Megan, Max, Josh

Ray Barber

Ray Barber has travelled the world and has overcome a great
amount of illness. He has been to Hong Kong, Japan, Mexico and
Spain many times for work, where he has had to learn the
language. He also had serious medical problems. Despite this Ray
Barber is a successful entrepreneur. It shows us, even if you are
old, with determination and  perseverance during the hardest

times, you can achieve. This is something that is important to
everyone, because you need to persevere, and never give up
when times are hard. An example in school is where there is a
very hard piece of work. With a growth mindset, you will get
through it, you may make mistakes, admittedly, but as has been
seen many have worked through those mistakes and this has
proved positive.

Jonjo Kerr

Jonjo Kerr was a soldier in the army who also went on the
X-Factor 2011. When JonJo went to school he was bullied but
this did not prevent him from giving up on his dream.  JonJo left
School in London and moved to Chorley. In Chorley he went to
Albany High School (as it was called then). When  he left school
he joined the army. In the Army JonJo served in Afghanistan. His
best friend is commemorated on the memorial bench situated
at the top of a hill, for his services. Losing his friend did make
JonJo sad. During his time when in the Army, JonJo auditioned
for the X-Factor, although he was more nervous about this than
serving in Afghanistan, he faced his fears and did it anyway. JonJo
made it right through to the finals. This story tells us that we
should not give up on our dreams and dreams can become reality.

Bradley, Louis, Jacob

Vicky Jenkins

Vicky Jenkins is an inspiration to us because even though she has
a disability she still continues to pursue her dreams by competing
in the Paralympics and winning 2 bronze medals and 1 silver
medal. We think she is very brave along with every other
Paralympian since they never gave up and kept believing in
themselves.

Lucy, Ruby, Alex

Stephen Hawking

Stephen Hawking is inspirational because of his ability to cope
with the many big obstacles that have come his way, such as his
fighting for the first class honors. Also he had a hard time during
his four years of school and when he was first stricken by his
disease that prevented him from being able to do most activities
on his own but he doesn't give up and keeps trying to do the
things he does today. He doesn't even use his mouth to speak
he uses a small sensor. We find this a benefit to us because he
proves to people that you shouldn't give up even when you have
a few problems, you just shouldn't let them get in your way.

Caitlin, Ella, Jack and Deshawn

How are we inspirational?

When I was nine years-old I was playing for a football academy
and after 3 months the team got chosen but I wasn’t on the team
and I was really disappointed in myself but I didn’t give up, I kept
going to training and after a year the new team list came out and
I was on it and I thought to myself ‘I now have this, I shouldn’t
stop training’ and I stuck to what I thought and I carried on
training for another year and when the newest team sheet came
out I was still on it.

So from this you should learn if you don’t get something you
want the first time keep trying and don’t give up!

8SEW Aspire Class

The best preparation for tomorrow is to do your best today!
H. Jackson Brown Jr
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Geographers’
Field Day

In September Year 11 Geographers carried out
a river study starting at the source of the River
Yarrow near Hordern Stoops, stopping at
several sites in between such as Duxbury Park
and the River Yarrow near to Gillibrand North.

They learnt how to measure river
characteristics so they could see how a river
changes downstream. A fun day was had and
valuable fieldwork practice was undertaken...…

Mrs F Eastham
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School Renovations
Our summer projects are now complete and have already made a huge difference to department areas.

During

Also we are pleased to say that the new language suite is now complete.
The former science labs 1 and 2 have now been totally redesigned to
accommodate 4 new language classrooms, a toilet area and a small
kitchen/office area.  The department are extremely pleased to now be
working in such fantastic classrooms.

Before

After

The science department now have 4
rooms on our upper North block.  All
rooms are now fully furnished with
plenty of storage being allocated to the
department.   The new preparation area
is a great asset ensuring all equipment
needed for lessons can be prepared in
one place.
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Due to the success of the Condition Improvement Fund (CIF) bid
and receiving a sum of over £200,000 we have been able to start
our long term plans to rewire our electrics throughout the school.
We started the work on north block with each of the teaching areas
receiving new suspended ceilings with LED lighting and all points
being renewed.  We have also managed to contribute from the
school budget to complete the same work along our corridors in
that area.  This has made a huge difference to the look and feel of
the rooms and corridors which are now bright and ECO friendly by
using LED lighting throughout.  All lights now automatically switch
off when the corridors and classrooms are vacated.

We have just put in an additional bid to CIF for another area of the
school to have the much needed update to the electrics.

At the moment we have contractors on site erecting security fencing
around the building and grounds, this is due for completion by
February half term.

As you can see from the above we continue to update and improve our facilities to accommodate the changes to
the curriculum and to keep the school in excellent repair and condition.

C Slater, Premises/Project Manager

Year 7/8  Road safety Roadshow!
Years 7 and 8 got a road safety message with a twist in September, when Lancashire County Council funded a
roadshow with a difference! The message was definitely about awareness when using the roads as a pedestrian
and as a cyclist but it was delivered through the medium of song and dance. There was even a competition
between the year groups with Year 8 coming out on top - a very loud but worthwhile afternoon!

Mrs Haslam

Student Council
Our recently reformed Parklands Student Council has been busy this term, we have had two meetings and we
are in the process of canvassing opinions as to how we spend our budget this year. We have already had a win
with ‘Chip Day’ being reinstated! Mellors will be spending some time with us in the new year to help plan their
future menus. It is really important that ALL students get involved in making sure that their voice is heard! Dylan
and Grace are the Senior Student Leaders who have been tasked with making the council a success. Here’s a few
words from Dylan.

Hi, I'm Dylan Withnell and I'm one half of the newly appointed school council team which is lead by myself and
Grace Evans. In the council we have weekly meetings with an allocated number of prefects where we discuss
ideas that could help the school environment, school community and overall school life for both teachers and
students. We believe the schools main issue leads to the classrooms so we discuss ideas and then bring them
toward to our mentor Mrs Haslam. It’s great to be able to help with the school, being a student we see what some
teachers may not see and so it allows us to help all students have a voice which is then carried by Grace and I.

Overall it’s great being a part of the school’s future which will help younger and future students enjoy what is
already an amazing school.
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At Parklands we are very much focused on Attendance. We take pride in our students’ attendance and
punctuality record, so much so that this year, we have raised our expectations of students to a minimum of
97% attendance for the academic year.

The first half term of the 2017/2018 academic year closed with our attendance percentage on 97.2% against
the same time last year of 96.6%.  We have implemented new rewards and incentives for the students to
keep their attendance and punctuality as a priority.

We are looking forward to rewarding our first bunch of students with their bronze star pin badges when we
return from the Christmas break.  All the qualifying students with 100% attendance and no lates for the
autumn term will be invited to an assembly in January.

Also in January we will be holding our film reward for those students who have achieved the 100% with no
lates between 29th November and 22nd December.  Congratulations to the 5 students who won free spaces
on the Christmas reward trip to either Ice skating or the Trafford Centre by winning the first half term’s
attendance incentive.

The house competition on attendance is running extremely close with South America and Europe on 97.1%,
Australasia second on 96.9%, Africa third on 96.8% and Asia on 96.4%, bringing the whole school attendance
to 96.9%.

In summary I think that this term has been rewarding and the students have been working hard on improving
their attendance and punctuality where necessary and this is being shown in our figures and most of all in
the work they are completing.  I wish you all a restful break and Happy 2018!

Mrs F Fish
Attendance Officer

This years Duke of Edinburgh Applications are
in and we have over 70 pupils signed up to
complete the Bronze award. They should now
be all on their way to completing their 3
sections, Physical, Service and Skill. I will
continue to keep you updated as they
continue their training and complete their
expeditions in the Summer.

All KS4 Drama students went to see a performance at Bolton’s
Octagon theatre, on Thursday 12th October 2017.

The Threepenny Opera by Bertolt Brecht:
As the country prepares for the coronation of King Charles III,
criminals, corrupt bankers and other opportunists are coming
out of the woodwork to make the most of the power vacuum.

Notorious criminal Mack the Knife has secretly married Polly
Peachum and her racketeer father is furious. The stage is set for
a turbulent time for the police who will do anything to keep the
disreputable activities of the capital’s underworld under wraps
and out of sight.

The Threepenny Opera is a darkly comic and thrilling musical
drama brought right up to date in this exhilarating production.

As part of the GCSE Drama written exam it is necessary for pupils
to write about a professional performance. This production was
chosen as it holds an important place in the history of theatre
and the pupils’ study of theatre practitioners. The pupils had
mixed feelings about the production, which is to be expected
as it is a very challenging piece of theatre. Regardless of this,
pupils had exemplary behaviour and stars of the night were the
Year 9s who could name all the techniques they had been
learning about in class that were included in the performance!
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My name is Miss Pisirici and I joined Parklands in September. After leaving Parklands as a
pupil in 2010, I studied for a mathematics degree in London. My life as a Southerner was
short-lived as I moved back to Chorley soon after graduating. In my spare time (when I’m not
solving maths puzzles) I like to go horse riding and have recently started watching ‘Stranger
Things’ to which I am now addicted.

I am thrilled to have joined Parklands as Assistant Headteacher this year. My family and I
moved to the North a few years ago and are loving the outdoor life in the Forest of Bowland.
As a Biology graduate I worked briefly in the pharmaceutical industry before moving into
education. I have taught science for the last 13 years at both GCSE and A-Level, the majority
of this at the 'Warriner School' in Oxfordshire. I couldn't have wished for a warmer welcome
to Parklands High School from the students and staff alike and am really looking forward to
contributing to the high standards, ethos and aspirations of the school.

Mr Galbraith

Bonjour! I’m Miss Preston and I teach French and Spanish. I’m originally from a small village
near Southport. I joined Parklands in September and I have been really enjoying working here
since then. I’m a proud member of South America and of (the best form) Uruguay! Before I
worked at Parklands I used to live in the South of France. In my spare time I enjoy travelling
to different countries and baking – Bake Off watch this space!

I arrived at Parklands in June following 16 years and 9 months at Harper Green School in
Farnworth, Bolton. Subjects I taught were Technology, Food, PE and Psychology. I was
fortunate to guide our students as Assistant Head of Year for 10 years and also stepping up as
Head of Year for 12 months. I have a passion for designing and making products, nurturing
creativity and have been amazed by the wonderful attitude of the Parklands pupils and staff
alike. If ever you need to strike up a conversation about Sci-Fi, Music or Football I'll be only
too happy to discuss them (as long as the work is done first!)

Mr Goodwin

I’m Mr Stalker and I teach French and Spanish in the MFL department. Some older students
may remember me as a teaching assistant a few years ago, however some of my previous jobs
have included a translator, an English teacher in France and working in a law firm. I spent
some time living abroad and I also speak Russian. I’ve really enjoyed my first term teaching
at Parklands but outside of school or during the holidays I often find myself travelling around
the country and abroad. My favourite country is Japan as I went there on holiday in 2016. I
am also an avid gamer, although I’m sure I don’t spend nearly as much time on the Xbox as
some of our students!

New Faces at Parklands …
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During September, 10 year 8 and 9 girls took
part in some Science Ambassador training
provided by the Institute of Physics (IOP) held at
Daresbury Laboratory. Members of the IOP
showed the girls some fun and exciting but easy
to do physics experiments throughout the day,
which the girls can bring back to Parklands and
show our year 7 and 8 Science Club. The
highlight of our day was investigating how
Astronauts wee in their spacesuits and how to
make a rocket from a vitamin C tablet.

A big well done to Alysha Roberts, Katy Wasilewski , Katy Foulkes,
Charlee Anfield, Maja Nurek, Grace McAinsh, Courtney Ferguson,
Remy Corbett, Lara Mayono-Taylor and Jorja Thomas-Mayor on
completing their training and we are looking forward to putting
their training to good use during National Science Week next year!

Miss R Brooks
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Basketball round-up
The popularity of basketball at Parklands continues to grow and the numbers attending practices are really
pleasing. The time spent practicing has really paid off for our Year 11 team (pictured) as they have become
the Chorley and District champions after wins over Southlands in the semi-finals and Holy Cross in the final.
The year 11 team are also enjoying a good campaign in the Lancashire Cup, having won their opening two
group games they are on course to qualify for the quarter finals. Their final two group games are taking place
during the final week of term.

This year we have two teams in the under 16’s competition as the year 10’s are playing up an age group due
to the absence of a competition for their own year group. The year 10’s have finished their group games and
unfortunately have not done enough to qualify but the experience of playing against the older age group will
put them in a strong position in twelve months’ time.

The under 14’s are currently competing in the Lancashire Cup group stages and at the time of going to press
need to win their final two group games in order to qualify. It has been pleasing to watch the team getting
better each time they play and we have utilised a large number of players again showing the popularity of the
sport at Parklands.

The year 7 pupils have begun practicing at lunchtimes in preparation for their competition next term. The
number of year 7 pupils attending the lunch time club has been really good. The year 7 team will also benefit
from an after school practice and fixtures next term.
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Christmas Hampers
This year the Parklands community have once again shown amazing Christmas spirit by donating food and gifts for
our traditional, local Christmas hamper appeal.

Every day for a week representatives from each form went out in to the local community laden with goodies to
spread some much needed joy this Christmas.

The impact our hampers have is far-reaching, not only for the elderly and struggling families we visit but for our
pupils as well.  It is a privileged position our deliverers find themselves in and these positions are reserved for the
most selfless and diligent form members so a big well done and a much deserved pat on the back for those of you
who undertook this important task this year.

We have already received some heart felt gratitude from the people we visited. One lady has said:

"...thank you so much, you have made a huge difference to a single mum this Christmas."

Our pupils enjoyed being able to help celebrate a 97th birthday with another lady we visited and when we left a
student commented that she was still dancing around doing her own washing up!  Imagine that!

It's with our school community's generosity that we are able to have such a positive impact at this sometimes quite
lonely season.  So well done to the participating pupils who spread some cheer and thank you to all who contributed;
we couldn't do it without you!

STOP PRESS… Overall, we delivered 84 hampers! What a great effort.
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Normandy Food Tour
A few months ago, I had the absolute pleasure of
going on the school’s Normandy Food Tour.  A
4-day, 3-night trip completely jam packed with
(what felt like never ending) activities and
excursions, with each visit so different to the last it
certainly felt like more than 4 days. I don't think I
sat still for more than 5 minutes! There's a little bit
of something for everyone:  Serious foodies? You'll
probably enjoy the goats cheese farm or the oyster
farm. Maybe you enjoy getting stuck in and making
your own food? Well, there's the bakery (the
boulangerie, insisted by the baker himself) and the
crepe making session would be right up your street. I am sure for most these would be the highlight of the trip - the
chocolate factory and sweet factory.

I personally loved wandering around the streets of Bayeux, with its lovely, winding streets and cobblestone roads.
The grand Cathedral acted as a stunning centrepiece to the quiet, little town nestled on the Aure River. For those of
you who consider this to be interesting, the architectural style of France is something to be marvelled at. From the
quaint cottages to the towering mansions, each building tells a story; feeling as though you've been transported back
to the 1800s, in a world where everything feels halcyon and calm.

One very important thing to note, the teachers on a school trip can either make it  or break it. It's safe to say that this
trip in particular was made by the teachers involved: Mrs Brookes, Miss Flight, Mrs Haslam, Mr Willsher, Mr Hoskins
and last, but certainly by no means least, Mr Snell.  They'd give themselves new names everyday, just to cause more
confusion amongst Year 8s, which was definitely a fun part of the seemingly endless coach journeys. Whether it was
the witty, but highly sarcastic commentary on our coach journeys provided by good, ol’ ‘Constantine’ (Mr Snell), or
“beautiful” words of encouragement (particularly “Shut up” in an intensely stereotypical Essex accent, when he was
trying to sleep on the coach) from Mr ‘Pedro’ Willsher - each teacher made the week even more enjoyable than it
already was. Honestly, there are not enough words to thank each one of them for the experience they provided,
supervising 47 children must be one of the most stressful things imaginable. An absolutely massive Thank You from
me, particularly to Mrs Brookes, who put together the whole trip and ensured it all ran smoothly, and to Miss Flight
who looked after me through the week, but I do not appreciate the fact that you laughed when I fell off the coach
when getting off it! (Same to you Mr Hoskins, you're both mean!)

All in all, the Normandy Food Tour is by far one of the best trips you could do at Parklands and I urge all of you who
can go next year to get your name on the list as soon as you can!

~ Alicia McDermott (Year 11)
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Thank you to everyone who contributed to World
Aids Day this year by buying a red ribbon. We raised
a total of £82.36 which will be donated to the
National Aids Trust and the Terence Higgins Trust.

On Friday 15th
December, Parklands
staff and pupils got
involved in the Save the
Children Christmas
Jumper Day.

Thank you to everyone
who has donated and
handed their money in.

The total raised is
£142.75 - see below for
the overall total raised
for Children in Need.

Children in Need
- House Bingo

House Bingo was a real success, we raised nearly
£200 for Children in Need!

South America had the most participants, closely
followed by Australasia. It was great to see staff
and students having fun, with some even winning
more than once! A big thank you to all who
contributed to our fundraising for BBC’s Children
in Need, we managed a massive £1145! Our next
fundraiser will be Comic Relief in March, let’s see
if we can beat it!

Mrs Haslam and Miss Greaves
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AFRICA HOUSE NEWS
What a great start Africa House has made so far this academic year. I must add how impressed I have been
with how the Year 7 pupils have handled the transition from primary school. It’s been a huge jump for a
few but you have taken it in your stride and really impressed me. Keep it up!

We have been really busy and involved in everything that has gone on in school which has been really nice
to see.

We have had star performances in the school production of ‘The Demon Headmistress’ which was a great
watch, especially knowing all the effort that went in to the rehearsals.

We had an amazing evening at the Parklands Swimming Gala which resulted in an impressive Africa victory
by some distance. A huge well done must go to the swimmers for getting fully involved and being so
supportive of each other on the night. The winning squad are featured in the photograph.

Africa has also made a great start yet again in the House Competitions. We have enjoyed success in the
Basketball, Football, English Spooky Stories, Art Christmas Cards to name a few with some fantastic entries.
So far the hard work and extra has paid off leaving us sitting comfortably back on the top of the table.

Finally make sure you have a relaxing break, stay safe and be kind to each other,

Mr Swift
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Bridging the Gap
We like to challenge our pupils here at Parklands - and this latest event
certainly did that! A number of Year 8 pupils took part in a recent STEM
activity involving building a cost effective bridge over the River Ribble - in
Lego!  Despite being a great fun activity, there was a more serious element
to it - pupils had to employ teamwork, communication, planning and
leadership skills, maths and engineering knowledge in order to create a
successful bridge.

Organised by Helen Heggie, director of STEMfirst, Patricia Berry, Careers
Co-ordinator at Parklands and the Science Department at school, the activity
is hopefully the first of many designed to raise awareness of the careers
related to the STEM sector and introduce pupils to the transferable skills
that employers value.  The session was delivered by STEM Ambassador
Rachel Brickell with support from Rachel Atkin from Robertson Group and
Matt Lord from Future U.

STEMFirst are an
E d u c a t i o n a l
Consultancy based in Lancashire, whose aim is to ‘inspire
the new generation in Science and Engineering’.
STEMFirst work on many projects across the North West
and Nationally, from running the Lancashire and Cumbria
STEM Ambassador Hub as part of the National STEM
Ambassador Programme (looking after 1700 local  STEM
Ambassador volunteers) through to acting as Engineering
Consultants to the BBC.

We were delighted to be commissioned by the Lancashire
Enterprise Partnership - City Deal group, to develop a
secondary school STEM Lego Challenge to highlight the

local opportunities in South Ribble for Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths jobs in the area of construction
/ civil engineering / structural design andbuilding services.

STEMFirst  designed a box of resources for students in KS3, which is being delivered by our consultants and STEM
partners to Secondary schools to help students find out
more about STEM Skills, undertake hands on challenges
and explore local opportunities for future careers.

Our STEM Ambassadors have provided inspirational
‘talking heads’ as part of the session, and attend in person
to raise young peoples’ awareness of how STEM is
everywhere. The sessions highlight how many
opportunities there are in construction and to help
breakdown stereotypical misconceptions whilst enabling
young people to meet inspirational role models, develop
and understand the concept of transferable skills and put
a spotlight on the wide range of opportunities in STEM
and construction.

Helen Heggie, Director of STEMFirst says: ‘Currently there is a massive skills shortage in Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths – there are not enough young people going into those types of professions. Significant work
needs to be done to link employers more with schools and young people to ensure that we inspire the next
generation of scientists and engineers and help young people realise that STEM is crucial for society’.
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Parklands Cares - Derian House
We were extremely happy to host Derian House’s Christmas Party this year.  We opened  our school for the
event which saw the children and their families being thoroughly entertained.  With the help of our catering
company Mellors all staff, children and family and friends of Derian House received a lovely meal as well as
meeting Father Christmas!  It was a great opportunity for our school to show that we care for our local community
and want all the children within it to enjoy the Christmas period.

We would like to send our Best Wishes to Derian House staff and visitors for 2018.

C Slater

Hi, my name is Mr. Burgess and I am a new science teacher at Parklands Academy. I have a
keen passion for science and enjoy teaching it as much as I enjoy learning about it. I studied at
Bangor University in North Wales and have a master's degree in Biology. My hobbies include
playing guitar and I also have a unique collection of animals including lizards, snakes, tarantulas
and a pygmy hedgehog. I have really enjoyed teaching at Parklands so far and I'm looking
forward to a great rest of the year!"

My name is Mr Wearden and I'm a new science teacher at Parklands. My qualification in in
theoretical physics. I have a passion for film, music and reading novels. I'm looking forward to
a great new year at Parklands.
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More New Faces at Parklands …

My name is Ms Alston and I am the Assistant Curriculum Leader of Science. I  have a daughter
who is 8 years old, a son who is 4 years old and a puppy. My hobbies include keeping fit (zumba
classes, going to the gym, walking with the kids and puppy and also cycling), shopping,
socialising with friends and family and spending time with my children reliving my childhood.
I am excited about my post here at Parklands Academy and am looking forward to sharing my
inspiration and passion for science with the students and staff.



As an English and Drama teacher, it’s probably not surprising that I’ve a love of writing and
acting. I tend to write a range of short fiction and the occasional blog. In addition, I maintain
an interest in screen acting and enjoy visiting the theatre. Subject related interests aside, I am
very much an outdoor enthusiast and will go hiking in the Lakes and travelling whenever
possible. That’s not forgetting the fact that I am an avid Ultimate Frisbee player and compete
in tournaments on a regular basis - naturally, I am hoping to pioneer the sport at Parklands.

Mr Melling

My name is Mr Brennand and I am a maths teacher who joined Parklands in September. My
hobbies include football, skiing and playing the guitar. I received my degree from Warwick
University where among other achievements I founded the Warwick Northern Society, a society
built around northern culture. Whenever I get some spare time after solving maths puzzles all
week I love going to watch Liverpool football club!

I’m delighted to begin my teaching career at Parklands - both staff and students have been
really welcoming! You may know that I’m a maths teacher, but did you know that I studied
Theatre Arts at University?? My main interests are football (big Man United fan!), cinema and
live music.

Mr Johnson

I love nothing more than enjoying a glass of red wine in front of the fire watching a good film
or reading a book! Because of this I need to try and keep a little fit and so I also enjoy a quick
'insanity' workout every now and then, which helps me prepare for my annual tough mudder
event - which I do to help raise money for Help for Heroes.  Hard work but amazing fun!  I also
enjoy spending time with my boys and our two dogs, taking walks up hills when we can!

Before becoming a teacher I was a manager for the Halifax Bank, working there for 16 years
before making my lucky escape.  I've also been unlucky enough to work in bars and kebab
shops in my youth - hence why I hate donner kebabs!!!

Mrs Ward

Hi, my name is Miss Crabtree and I am the new history and geography teacher here at Parklands.
I have spent the past year teaching at a school in Liverpool so it’s now nice to come back to a
school more familiar to me. This is because I myself am actually a past student of Parklands
and I’m very happy to be back teaching at a brilliant school that I really enjoyed attending. I
am teaching subjects that I am very enthusiastic about and hope to pass this on to my students.
I’m a big fan of keeping fit and going to the gym. I also enjoy socialising with friends and
planning my next trips abroad, as I love seeing what different experiences the world around us
has to offer.

More New Faces at Parklands …
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SOUTH AMERICA NEWS
As we busily prepare for Christmas, and the end of term is in sight, it is easy to forget how much has been
accomplished over the past 12 or so school weeks.

The year 7s have made the transition from primary to secondary, and immersed themselves fully into the
Parklands community. We’ve also welcomed four new South America form tutors; Miss Pisirici Venezuela Form,
Miss Preston Uruguay  form, Mr Brennand Argentina Form and Mr Johnson to Ecuador Form.

Those members of the house that had contributed towards the house in some way were rewarded with a pizza
lunch. This year set the record of how quickly the pizza went; I think we were close to four minutes before
every slice was gone!

I am pleased to say that we are currently in second place overall in the house competition, with plenty of other
house competitions for us to take the lead in.

We see the year 11s preparing themselves for their final few months before they leave us and embark on the
next part of their education or work journey. They demonstrated their maturity during a recent respect day in
which they were interviewed by external visitors whose feedback on the pupils was exemplary.

The New Year will see the appointment of the new prefects. This will complement what is an already successful
and effective prefect team.

Overall, it has been an action packed term for South America and you have all earned a well-deserved rest over
the Christmas period.

Enjoy your break, stay safe and I look forward to seeing you all in the New Year.

Miss Burrill
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On 21st November Jelli Studios came into school to deliver a workshop based on the training which they provide.
Jelli Studios are a dance college based in Liverpool, run by Jennifer Ellison alongside family members. They provide
high class training in numerous aspects of performing arts including singing, acting and dancing. In the session we
did a warm up followed by corner work and sequences, allowing us to develop our technique. We were then taught
a routine by a pupil named Josh who came down from London whilst filming on the hit show, ‘the X Factor’ in order
to be a part of the session. He taught us a number which had been performed by himself and others live the previous
week, in order to give us a realistic representation of what working as a dancer is like. Once we had finished learning
the choreography we performed it in smaller groups. At the end of the workshop we sat and discussed what an
average day is like if studying at the college, the opportunities it can open for us as well as what we need in order
to gain a place in the college.  Overall the workshop was an amazing opportunity, helping me greatly in making
important choices for my future.  It has made me realise what I want to study once I have finished school, something
which I was very unsure of before taking part in the session.  I am very grateful for getting the chance to be involved
in the class as it is something many people would never get the opportunity to be a part of.

Jessica Sullivan Y11 BTEC Dancer

Since starting at Jelli Studios in September, we have been given the opportunity to improve and develop our
performing arts ability by being trained in all three aspects: singing, dancing and acting. Whilst being trained in these
we are also given the chance to develop other skills such as acro, silks and hoops, music theory and commercial.
Once a week to take us out of training, the whole college participates in a lesson called Enrichment where we discuss
topics that are relevant in the media.

This has been such a different and challenging experience that has made us grow as dancers. Whilst being given a
high standard of training we’re also given performance opportunities.  Within the first month of college we took
part in the Dirty Dancing Cinema Spectacular which we performed two dances in.  Another performance opportunity
was the White Collar Boxing Charity event where we were also given the chance to perform two different routines,
one being a version of their Move It 2017 piece. Alongside these phenomenal opportunities, we are also performing
3 main stage dances in the UK’s biggest dance event, Move It. Furthermore, in 2018 we’re also given the opportunity
to represent England at the annual Dance World Cup which is held in Barcelona. We are thoroughly enjoying training
with this prestigious college and looking forward to what our futures in performing arts may hold.

Caitlin Bamber and Jodie Lee Moss - Past Parklands students
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Girls’ Football
It has been a fantastic start to girls’ football at Parklands. Every year the legacy improves and we gain more
brilliant girls keen to get involved!

We have had a number of friendlies, tournaments, and appearances that have demonstrated the high quality
football our girls are performing.

We have had success in the Lancashire Cup with our U12 girls, and our U16. We are looking forward to another
successful season.
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PE House Competitions
Since we started back in September PE have hosted a range of house competitions including 5 a-side football,
Basketball Shootout and Halloween Pumpkin Rolling. It has been fantastic to see so many pupils involved
in the activities! We hope after Christmas that the participation continues to rocket in the house competitions.
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Mt EtnaSicily trip October 2017

The photos show just what a beautiful and
fascinating island Sicily is. 28 pupils and 3 staff
members visited Sicily in October 2017 and
enjoyed trips to Mt. Etna, Alcantara Gorge, Lipari
and Vulcano, where we enjoyed the sulphur pool
before freshening up in the sea, warmed by
volcanic activity underground!

Everywhere we went, we saw Prickly Pears and
olive trees, which thrive in the sunny conditions.
We were told that Mt Etna is female, as the area
is so fertile due to the composition of the ash
from the volcano.
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AUSTRALASIA HOUSE NEWS
Firstly, I would like to welcome everyone back after Christmas and I hope everyone had a peaceful and relaxing
festive season. We are now into our Spring term, the days are getting longer and students it’s only 23 get ups
until February half term!

It is lovely to see how well our new Year 7’s have settled into life here at Parklands. I am enjoying getting to
know Australasia’s newest recruits and it is fabulous to see so much enthusiasm and gusto around school.

Emily, Sarah and Salsabel have been doing a sterling job as Australasia’s Heads of House, supporting both
myself and the Prefect team with their hard work and dedication. I look forward to our upcoming Prefect
assembly where I will be announcing the latest additions to our team.

Heads up to all Year 11’s, mock exams commence 22nd January, please make use of school’s P6 revision classes
… every little helps!

A big thank you to all those who contributed towards the Christmas Hampers before we broke up, they all
looked fabulous and of course are immensely appreciated by those who are in need at this time of year.

Thank you for all your amazing hard work and contributions so far. You guys are why Australasia is such a great
house to be a part of. Let’s make 2018 another year to remember!

Your Proud Australasia Hal
Mrs Dewhurst

Thanks to you
we raised

£1400
for

Macmillan
Cancer

Support!

36



37

ASIA HOUSE NEWS
Now that we have completed our first term I would like to show my appreciation for the diligent and professional
way in which our new Red Ties (Megan Essery, Phoebe Harty, Kira Lee, Joe Dennis and Amelia Dobson-Standing)
have conducted their roles within the school community. They are all positive role models and have ensured
that they have led by example within their academic attainment, position of responsibility as a senior SSLT and
with their contribution to the house in general.
Collectively we’ve made a rather stuttering start to the year in all our house competitions which has seen a
varying degree of success and failure. I’m always encouraged by the pupils who consistently put themselves
forward for any of the tasks we advertise but I’d love for all our pupils to get involved as we are a stronger force
collectively.
This term has been a shining example of how many of our Asia students are achieving perfect BFL’s and attending
every day with perfect punctuality. I would like to congratulate all these students for their continued and
sustained effort.
I would like to take this opportunity to highlight a number of students from Asia House who have gone above
and beyond and exhibited ‘Random Acts of Kindness’. Sophie Waldron in year 10 found a year 7 student who
was upset having been threatened. Sophie ran back into school and alerted the HALS and we were able to
support the year 7 accordingly. Charlotte Cheyne found an elderly lady that was clearly lost on her way home
from school. Charlotte escorted the lady back to her home, gave her a drink of tea and put a warm blanket
around her while her mum phoned the local authority to report the lady being missing. The lady was then picked
up by her support worker and taken home (she suffers from Alzheimer's and sometimes gets confused).
These two accounts are a clear example of how wonderful our students are how proud I am of the students in
Asia House.

Mr J Pilling

EUROPE HOUSE NEWS
Well it’s been another very busy start to the year, for Europe House. I am very pleased  to see how well the
year 7 have settled into Parklands life. They are full of enthusiasm for both their lessons and extra curricular
activities, tackling House Competitions head on. I am looking forward to working with this year group and am
expecting BIG things from them.

Europe is a great house to be part of whether you are a pupil or a member of staff and we would like to take
this opportunity to welcome Mr Cunningham as our new Form Tutor for Norway, and Mr Wearden as our new
Form Tutor for Deutschland Form. I look forward to you joining a great team.

Europe hold Interform competitions every Friday and I’m happy to say that this term all forms have been
competing fiercely. So far this term the competitions have ranged from bench ball to paper plane fly offs, penalty
shootouts and Christmas quizzes. Attendance is also a contributing factor and all attendance counts toward
points. This term I am delighted to say that Norway form has won this term’s Trophy and tub of sweets.
Congratulations Norway!!

I am very proud to say that Europe House are holding steady at attendance and are currently joint 1st place
with 96.9% . I would like to say a massive thank you to everyone for their efforts.

I am very excited to say that Europe have been performing strongly this year to date
with House competitions. Maybe just maybe this year will be Europe's year???

Come on Europe, let’s keep the pressure on. You can also keep up to date with what
is happening in Europe House by following on Twitter @PHSEuropeHouse

Mrs Fox
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VIPPs Christmas Party
I was delighted this year that so many of our elderly residents joined us for our annual Christmas party, which was
held in the Pavilion on December 7th.
Once again Miss Flight and her year 10 GCSE class did me proud and produced a fabulous tea for our guests.
After our delicious meal, we all gathered together for some entertainment from the year 7 choir, plus our year 9 and
10 dancers and singers, followed by a good old fashioned Christmas sing-a-long!
Everyone had a fabulous time, including one resident who insisted on getting up and giving us a song.
We are certainly looking forward to next years event.


